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The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District hereby
submits an original and nine copies of its comments regarding the
captioned Notice of proposed Rule Making.

The District operates approximately forty (40) daily trains between
Chicago, Illinois, Gary, Michigan City, and South Bend, Indiana.
Radio communications are essential to prompt and efficient dispatch
of our trains. In addition, freight service operators on our
railroad use radio services to coordinate trips to industries with
the goal of minimizing passenger service interruptions.

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, like other
railroads across the country, uses Railroad Radio Service
frequencies coordinated by the Association of American Railroads
(nAAR"). These frequencies are used for Private Land Mobile Radio
(npLMRff) services that are critical to the safety of our passenger
operations. The District works in close proximity to Consolidated
Rail Corporation, the Northeast Illinois Commuter Rail Corporation,
and CSX· Transportation, Inc., including several at-grade rail
crossings and trackage rights agreements. For example, the
District I s service is operated in conjunction with the Metra
Electric Division between Kensington (115th street) and downtown
Chicago. Constant, uninterrupted radio communication provides
information on train movements which safeguards the lives of
passengers and railroad personnel. The Railroad Radio Service
coordinated by the AAR protects these critical functionst1±1.
railroad radios.
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The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District has reviewed
the comments filed by AAR and conrail, which call attention to the
critical safety role of the Railroad Radio Service, and strongly
supports the maintenance of Railroad Radio Service with AAR as
frequency coordinator.
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Original and 9 copies in overnight mail.


